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dream has turned to reality because of the work
of this nation.

In dreams begin responsibility. And em-
bracing that responsibility, working toward it,
overcoming the cynics and the naysayers and
those who say, “You can’t,” that’s what makes
dreams real. That’s what Falmouth Kearney
did when he got on that boat, and that’s what
so many generations of Irish men and women
have done here in this spectacular country.
That is something we can point to and show
our children, Irish and American alike. That is
something we can teach them as they grow up
together in a new century, side by side, as it
has been since our beginnings.

This little country that inspires the biggest
things, your best days are still ahead. Our
greatest triumphs, in America and Ireland
alike, are still to come. And, Ireland, if anyone
ever says otherwise, if anybody ever tells you
that your problems are too big or your chal-
lenges are too great, that we can’t do some-
thing, that we shouldn’t even try, think about

all that we’ve done together. Remember that
whatever hardships the winter may bring,
springtime is always just around the corner.
And if they keep on arguing with you, just re-
spond with a simple creed: Is feidir linn. Yes,
we can. Yes, we can. Is feidir linn.

For all you’ve contributed to the character
of the United States of America and the spirit
of the world, thank you. And may God bless
the eternal friendship between our two great
nations.

Thank you very much, everybody. Thank
you, Dublin. Thank you, Ireland.

NOTE: The President spoke at 5:55 p.m. at
College Green. In his remarks, he referred to
Prime Minister Enda Kenny and President
Mary P. McAleese of Ireland; musicians the
Corrigan Brothers; and his cousin Henry Healy
of Moneygall, Ireland. He also referred to the
National Basketball Association’s Chicago
Bulls.

Message to the Congress Reporting on the Executive Order Authorizing the
Implementation of Certain Sanctions Set Forth in the Iran Sanctions Act of
1996
May 23, 2011

To the Congress of the United States:

Pursuant to the International Emergency
Economic Powers Act (50 U.S.C. 1701 et seq.)
(IEEPA), I hereby report that I have issued an
Executive Order (the “order”) that takes addi-
tional steps with respect to the national emer-
gency declared in Executive Order 12957 of
March 15, 1995, and implements the existing
statutory requirements of the Iran Sanctions
Act of 1996 (Public Law 104–172) (50 U.S.C.
1701 note) (ISA), as amended by, inter alia,
the Comprehensive Iran Sanctions, Account-
ability, and Divestment Act of 2010 (Public
Law 111–195) (CISADA). 

In Executive Order 12957, the President
found that the actions and policies of the Gov-
ernment of Iran threaten the national security,
foreign policy, and economy of the United

States. To deal with that threat, the President
in Executive Order 12957 declared a national
emergency and imposed prohibitions on cer-
tain transactions with respect to the develop-
ment of Iranian petroleum resources. To fur-
ther respond to that threat, Executive Order
12959 of May 6, 1995, imposed comprehensive
trade and financial sanctions on Iran. Execu-
tive Order 13059 of August 19, 1997, consoli-
dated and clarified the previous orders. To
take additional steps with respect to the na-
tional emergency declared in Executive Order
12957 and to implement section 105(a) of CIS-
ADA, I issued Executive Order 13553 on Sep-
tember 28, 2010, to impose sanctions on offi-
cials of the Government of Iran and other per-
sons acting on behalf of the Government of
Iran determined to be responsible for or com-
plicit in certain serious human rights abuses. 
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In CISADA, which I signed into law on July
1, 2010, the Congress found that the illicit nu-
clear activities of the Government of Iran,
along with its development of unconventional
weapons and ballistic missiles and its support
for international terrorism, threaten the securi-
ty of the United States. To address the poten-
tial connection between Iran’s illicit nuclear
program and its energy sector, CISADA
amended ISA to expand the types of activities
that are sanctionable under that Act. ISA now
requires that sanctions be imposed or waived
for persons that are determined to have made
certain investments in Iran’s energy sector or
to have engaged in certain activities relating to
Iran’s refined petroleum sector. In addition to
expanding the types of sanctionable energy-re-
lated activities, CISADA added new sanctions
that can be imposed pursuant to ISA. 

This order is intended to implement the
statutory requirements of ISA. Certain ISA
sanctions require action by the private sector,
and the order will further the implementation
of those ISA sanctions by providing authority
under IEEPA to the Secretary of the Treasury
to take certain actions with respect to those
sanctions. The order states that the Secretary
of the Treasury, in consultation with the Secre-
tary of State, shall take the following actions
necessary to implement the sanctions selected,
imposed, and maintained on a person by the
President or by the Secretary of State, pursu-
ant to authority that I have delegated: 

• with respect to section 6(a)(3) of ISA,
prohibit any United States financial insti-
tution from making loans or providing
credits to the person consistent with sec-
tion 6(a)(3) of ISA; 

• with respect to section 6(a)(6) of ISA,
prohibit any transactions in foreign ex-
change that are subject to the jurisdiction
of the United States and in which the
person has any interest; 

• with respect to section 6(a)(7) of ISA,
prohibit any transfers of credit or pay-

ments between financial institutions or
by, through, or to any financial institu-
tion, to the extent that such transfers or
payments are subject to the jurisdiction
of the United States and involve any in-
terest of the person; 

• with respect to section 6(a)(8) of ISA,
block all property and interests in prop-
erty that are in the United States, that
come within the United States, or that
are or come within the possession or con-
trol of any United States person, includ-
ing any overseas branch, of the person,
and provide that such property and inter-
ests in property may not be transferred,
paid, exported, withdrawn, or otherwise
dealt in; or 

• with respect to section 6(a)(9) of ISA, re-
strict or prohibit imports of goods, tech-
nology, or services, directly or indirectly,
into the United States from the person. 

I have delegated to the Secretary of the
Treasury the authority, in consultation with the
Secretary of State, to take such actions, includ-
ing the promulgation of rules and regulations,
and to employ all powers granted to the Presi-
dent by IEEPA and the relevant provisions of
ISA, and to employ all powers granted to the
United States Government by the relevant
provision of ISA as may be necessary to carry
out the purposes of the order. All executive
agencies of the United States Government are
directed to take all appropriate measures with-
in their authority to carry out the provisions of
the order. 

I am enclosing a copy of the Executive Or-
der I have issued.

BARACK OBAMA

The White House,
May 23, 2011.

NOTE: The Executive order is listed in Appendix
D at the end of this volume.
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